
OUR  MOTHER OF MERCY 
THE FOURTH SUNDAY          

IN ORDINARY TIME   
The Gospel is from St. Mark 1:21-28. St. 
Mark makes it clear that, from the very 
first day of Christ's public ministry, his 
messianic power began to be manifested 
to those who saw and heard him. The 
Jews of Capernaum were "astonished" at 
his teaching and "amazed" at his power 
over the evil spirits. "What is this," they 
asked one another, "a new teaching and 
the unclean spirits obey him!" But they 
were still a long way from recognizing 
him for what he was, the Messiah and 
Son of God. This is as might be          
expected, the astounding mystery of the 
incarnation was way beyond human   
expectation or human imagination. And 
it was our Lord's own plan to reveal this 
mystery, slowly and gradually, so that 
when the chain of evidence had been 
completed by his resurrection, his      
followers could look back and see each 
link in that chain. Then they would be 
ready to accept without hesitation the 
mystery of the incarnation and realize 
the infinite love and power of God that 
brought it about. We look back today 
through the eyes of the Evangelists, and, 
like them, know that Christ was God as 
well as man—two natures in one person. 
We should not therefore be "amazed" at 
the teaching of Jesus or at his power 
over the unclean spirits. What should 
amaze us really is the love that God 
showed mankind in becoming one of our 
race. 

We were created by God, and every    
talent or power we possess was given us 
by God. God's benevolence could have 
stopped there and we would have no 
right to complain. But when we recall 
the special gifts he gave man, which 
raise him above all other created things, 
we see that he could not, because of his 
own infinitely benevolent nature, leave 
us to an earthly fate. What thinking man 
could be content with a short span of life 
on earth? What real purpose in life could 

an intelligent being have who knew that 
nothing awaited him but eternal oblivion 
in the grave? What fulfillment would 
man's intellectual faculties find in a few 
years of what is for the majority of    
people perpetual struggle for earthly 
survival? No, God created us to elevate 
us, after our earthly sojourn, to an   
eternal existence where all our desires 
and potentialities would have their true 
fulfillment. Hence the incarnation, hence 
the life, death and resurrection of Christ, 
who was God's Son, as the central   
turning point of man's history. 

Today, while amazed at God's love for 
us, let us also be justly amazed at the 
shabby and grudging return we make for 
love. Many amongst us even deny that 
act of God's infinite love, not from     
convincing historical and logical proofs, 
but in order to justify their own         
unwillingness to co-operate with the   
divine plan for their eternal future. This 
is not to say that their future, after 
death, does not concern them, but they 
have allowed the affairs of this world, to 
become instead mill-stones which crush 
their spirits and their own true           
self-interests. 

Leaving out serious sin which turns us 
away from God if not against him, how 
warm is our charity, our love of God and 
neighbor? How much of our time do we 
give to the things of God and how much 
to the things of Caesar? How often    
during the past year have we said from 
our heart: "Thank you, God, for putting 
me in this world, and thank you a   
thousand times more, for giving me the 
opportunity and the means of reaching 
the next world where I shall live happily 
forevermore in your presence"? If the 
true answer for many of us is "not once," 
then begin today. Let us say it now with 
all sincerity, and say it often in the years 
that are left to us. 

— Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 
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  Mass Schedule: 

   Monday-Friday — 7 a.m.  

  Saturday — 8 a.m. 

 Saturday — 5 p.m. 

Sunday — 10 a.m. 
 

   Holy Day  --  see bulletin 

     Reconciliation    
   (Confession): 

    Friday & Saturday Confessions 

9:00 a.m.  —  noon  

 

    Office Hours: 

     Mon, Wed, & Fri                   

     10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

 

 

Bulletin printed in-house at:                                       
Our Mother of Mercy                                          

Catholic Church 

1001 E Terrell Avenue                                              
Fort Worth, TX 76104 

817-335-1695                                     
ommftworth1@gmail.com 

 

 Pastor: Fr. Bartlomiej  “Bart” Jasilek, SVD 

 

Parish Secretary: Lydia Salas 

 

Bookkeeper: Jennifer Rattliff 

 

Musician: Zenobia Collins 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul                                                                 

Help Line: 817-768-1950/svdpomm@gmail.com 

 

Sick/Shut-In Outreach Ministry:                                           

Beverly Carter                                                                                  

817-551-1449/bacarter913@gmail.com 

 

Lector Coordinator:                                                                     

Lanette Martinez Vidaurri                                                           

817-228-3338/lanettemartinez@ymail.com 

 

Eucharistic Coordinator:                                                              

Lana Wilborn                                                                          

817-980-0138/lolan42@yahoo.com 

 

Pastoral Council:                                                              

Mrs. Linda Zamora                                                             

Mr. Fred Bob                                                                     

Ms. Angelita Martinez 

 

Financial Council:                                                               

Mr. Arthur Vidaurri                                                               

Ms. Romel Clayton                                                                    

Mr. Juan Ibarra  

 

Maintenance/Custodial: Michael Ussin 

 

  

THE CLAVER FAMILY                                                                

Knights of Peter Claver—Our Mother of Mercy Council #89                                                                    

Ladies Auxiliary—St. Veronica Count #89                                                                              

Junior Daughters: Our Lady of Snow Court #89                                                                         

Junior Knights: Our Mother of Mercy Branch #89 

BON VOYAGE TRAVELS 

Mary Pichon Battle                              

Travel Agent/Owner                                       

985-774-3141   battlemary@hotmail.com    

 

        January 24th Collection 

Regular: 

Parish Maintenance: 

St. Vincent de Paul:  

Mass Intentions: 

St. Anne’s—Candles: 

Priest  Care  Fund: 

Church in Latin America:: 

Online 1/22 —1/25: 

 

Thank you so much                   
for your generosity and support 

of our Parish. 

 

           

$1,680.00 

$135.00 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$134.00 

$10.00 

$200.00 

$104.50 

 

Jack Pais            

Sales Consultant            

Mobile 817-988-6344 
 

Interactive Security and Video Surveillance                                                                                  
Free Doorbell Camera  

Military Cash 
ACR-1751000 & FAL-8070; TX Burg#B17968; ACR-1874519 

Zenobia H Collins 
Pianist 

      zenobiacollins@sbcglobal.net           682.365.4156                     
PO Box 200162, Arlington, Texas 76006 

In Loving Memory of                           
Larry & Olga Martinez,                              
One Day at a Time. 

Bulletin Sponsors—Thank You for Supporting our Parish Family!  

 
 

Your advertise-
ment can go here  

YOUR MESSAGE COULD BE HERE! 

Contact the OMM office at 817-335-1695 or ommftworth1@gmail.com 

Historically African-American Catholic Church—all are welcome!                                                                                     January 31, 2021 

PRAYER CORNER 

Almighty God, as we ask your help  

for our brothers and sisters who are ill,  

we ask you to help us to be healing people in our time and place. 

 May your love touch others through us,  

and may I help all people to live in peace.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St. Frances of Assisi 

 

JESUS SPEAKS TO US  

 In their synagogue was a man with an unclean spirit;  

  he cried out, “What have you to do with us,* Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 

come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!”  

Jesus rebuked him and said, “Quiet! Come out of him!”  

The unclean spirit convulsed him and with a loud cry came out of him.  

All were amazed and asked one another, “What is this? A new teaching 

with authority. He commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him.”  

 

Mark 1:23-27 

 

Rev. Jerome Gaston LeDoux 

 

 

February 26, 1930—January 7, 2019 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1#49001024-2


FATHER BART’S CORNER 
My sisters and brothers: 

World Day of Prayer for         
Consecrated Life 

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II 
instituted a day of prayer for   
women and men in consecrated 
life. This celebration is attached to 
the Feast of the Presentation of 
the Lord on February 2nd. This 
Feast is also known as Candlemas 
Day; the day on which candles are 
blessed symbolizing Christ who is 
the light of the world. So too, 
those in consecrated life are called 
to reflect the light of Jesus Christ 
to all peoples. The celebration of 
World Day for Consecrated Life is 
transferred to the following     
Sunday in order to highlight the 
gift of consecrated persons for the 
whole Church. 

For those consecrated to God by 
the vows of chastity, poverty and 
obedience that they may seek to 
live their baptismal promises more 
intensely and have the grace to 
persevere in their commitment to 
the Lord and serve with open 
hearts and willing spirits. We pray 
to the Lord…  

For those who have responded to 
the prompting of the Holy Spirit to 
be a consecrated person that they 
may experience the support of the 
Church as they continue their 
growth in holiness. We pray to the 
Lord…  

We pray for all those who are    
discerning their vocation in life, 
particularly those whom the Lord 
is calling to consecrated life. May 
they be given the wisdom to hear 
God's call and the courage to    
respond generously. Lord hear 
us...  

That the life and mission of the 
men and women in consecrated 
life be a means of sanctification 
for them and building up the 
kingdom of God. We pray to the 
Lord…  

 With prayers and love,  

   Fr. Bart, S..V.D 
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Weekly Readings 

2/1—HEB 11:32-40; MK 5:1-20           

2/2—MAL 3:1-4; HEB 2:14-18;     

LK 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  

2/3—HEB 12:4-7; MK 6:1-6 

2/4—HEB 12:18-19, 21-24;          

MK 6:7-13 

2/5—HEB 13:1-8; MK 6:14-29 

2/6—HEB 13:15-17, 20-21;         

MK 6:30-34  

2/7—JB 7:1-4, 6-7;1 COR 9:16-19, 

22-23; MK 1:29-39 

PARISH CORNER 

The Story of the Presentation of the Lord  

At the end of the fourth century, a 
woman named Etheria made a 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Her   
journal, discovered in 1887, gives 
an unprecedented glimpse of    
liturgical life there. Among the   
celebrations she describes is     
the Epiphany, the observance of 
Christ’s birth, and the gala      
procession in honor of his   
Presentation in the Temple 40 
days later. Under the Mosaic Law, 
a woman was ritually “unclean” 
for 40 days after childbirth, when 
she was to present herself to the 
priests and offer sacrifice—her 
“purification.” Contact with      
anyone who had brushed against 
mystery—birth or death—
excluded a person from Jewish 
worship. This feast emphasizes 
Jesus’ first appearance in the 
Temple more than Mary’s         
purification. 

T h e  o b s e r v a n c e  s p r e a d      
throughout the Western Church 
in the fifth and sixth centuries. 
Because the Church in the West 
celebrated Jesus’ birth on        
December 25, the Presentation 
was moved to February 2, 40 days 
after Christmas. 

At the beginning of the eighth 
c e n t u r y ,  P o p e  S e r g i u s               
inaugurated a candlelight        
procession; at the end of the same 
century the blessing and           
distribution of candles which  
continues to this day became part 
of the celebration, giving the feast 
its popular name: Candlemas. 

In Luke’s account, Jesus was  
welcomed in the temple by two 
elderly people, Simeon and the 
widow Anna. They embody Israel 
in their patient expectation; they 
acknowledge the infant Jesus as 
the long-awaited Messiah. Early 
references to the Roman feast dub 
it the feast of Saint Simeon, the 
old man who burst into a song of 
joy which the Church still sings at 
day’s end. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JANUARY IS  

Human Trafficking Awareness 

Month  

As January comes to a close we 
should stay aware of the issue of 
Human Trafficking.  

1 0 0 , 0 0 0  -  3 0 0 , 0 0 0 

U.S. kids at risk of trafficking 
National Center for Missing 

& Exploited Children  

1/3 o f  teens are  lured               
t o w a r d  p r o s t i t u t i o n   
within 48 hrs of leaving home 

National Runaway Hotline  

Human trafficking is the           
recruitment and transport of a 
child or adult for the purposes of 
sexual exploitation or forced     
labor. Sadly, there are more    
people enslaved today than at the 
height of the trans-Atlantic slave 
trade. The enslavement of God’s 
children breaks his heart. Learn 
more about human trafficking 
and join us in prayer for an end to 
the injustice of human trafficking 
and modern-day slavery.  

The Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act was first passed in the United 
States in 2000 and is the largest 
piece of anti-trafficking legislation 
in U.S. history. It created the first 
comprehensive federal law to    
address human trafficking and 
other forms of modern-day     
slavery, targeting both domestic 
and international aspects of the 
crime.  

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by 
the issue of human trafficking, 
but we can take action. We can 
speak out and insist that our 
elected officials support effective 
legislation, such as the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act, and we 
can support World Vision and 
other programs to end trafficking 
and care for survivors.  

Excerpted from the National Black Catholic 

Congress & World Vision 

CATECHISM OF THE      
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PRAYER IN THE  

CHRISTIAN LIFE 

The prayer of the Virgin Mary 

2617 Mary's prayer is revealed to 
us at the dawning of the fullness 
of time. Before the incarnation of 
the Son of God, and before the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit, her 
prayer cooperates in a unique way 
with the Father's plan of loving 
kindness: at the Annunciation, for 
Christ's conception; at Pentecost, 
for the formation of the Church, 
his Body.88 In the faith of his 
humble handmaid, the Gift of God 
found the acceptance he had 
awaited from the beginning of 
time. She whom the Almighty 
made "full of grace" responds by 
offering her whole being: "Behold I 
am the handmaid of the Lord; let 
it be [done] to me according to 
your word." "Fiat": this is      
Christian prayer: to be wholly 
God's, because he is wholly ours. 

2618 The Gospel reveals to us 
how Mary prays and intercedes in 
faith. At Cana,89 the mother of   
Jesus asks her son for the needs 

of a wedding feast; this is the sign 
of another feast - that of the   
wedding of the Lamb where he 
gives his body and blood at the 
request of the Church, his Bride. 
It is at the hour of the New     
Covenant, at the foot of the 
cross,90 that Mary is heard as the 
Woman, the new Eve, the true 
"Mother of all the living." 

88 Cf. Lk 1:38; Acts 1:14. 
89 Cf. Jn 2:1-12. 

90 Cf. Jn 19:25-27.  

 

That we may open our hearts to 
receive more fully all of God’s   
simple and abundant blessings. 

 

 

Monday, February 1 

Live Stream on  

our Church Website   

Mass: 7 a.m. 

    
 

Tuesday, February 2 

Live Stream on  

our Church Website  

Mass: 7 a.m.   

 

 

Wednesday, February 3 

Live Stream on  

our Church Website   

Mass: 7 a.m.   

 

 

Thursday, February 4 

Live Stream on 

 our Church Website   

Mass: 7 a.m.   

Friday, February 5 

Live Stream on  

our Church Website   

Mass: 7 a.m.  

 

Adoration: 8:00 a.m.—noon 

 

 

Saturday,  February 6 

Live Stream on 

 our Church Website   

Mass: 8 a.m.  

 

Mass: 5 p.m. 
 

 

 

Sunday, February 7 

Live Stream on  

our Church Website   

Mass: 10 a.m.  
    

 

    WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Vocation View 
God chooses ordinary people to 

speak his message.  Try to           
perceive the voice of God in those 

around you.  If you hear God’s 
voice, harden not your heart.  

 

Hebrews 3:15 

 

 Divine Word Vocation Office 1

-800-553-3321         

www.svdvocations.org 

https://www.state.gov/international-and-domestic-law/
https://www.state.gov/international-and-domestic-law/
javascript:openWindow('cr/2617.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/2618.htm');

