Our Mother of Mercy

PRAYER CORNER

Almighty God, as we ask your help

for our brothers and sisters who are ill,

we ask you to help us to be healing people in our time and place.

May your love touch others through us,
and may I help all people to live in peace.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

St. Frances of Assisi

JESUS SPEAKS TO US

Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the scriptures:
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
by the Lord has this been done,
and it is wonderful in our eyes”?

“Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away
from you and given to a people that will produce its fruit.”

Matthew 21:28-32
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September 27 Collection

Regular: $2,584.00
Faith Formation: $5.00
Parish Maintenance: $10.00
St. Vincent de Paul: $53.00
Mass Intentions: $45.00
Candles: $21.00
Memorium — Mr. Egana:: $200.00
Online 9/15—9/20: $105.00

Thank you so much
for your generosity and support
of our Parish.

FOR OUR HOPE

OUR MOTHER OF MERCY

Historically African-American Catholic Church—all are welcome!

October 4, 2020

THE TWENTY-SEVENTH
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME

The Gospel is from Matthew 21:33-43.
There are two leading thoughts that
come to the mind of any true believer on
hearing this parable: the infinite
goodness, patience and mercy of God in
His dealings with mankind, and the
unsounded depths of wickedness and
ingratitude to which men can sink. To
His Chosen People of the Old Testament,
God had given a fertile and fully-
equipped vineyard — His revelation, His
protection, a homeland of their own in
Canaan, and all this in order to prepare
them for the future Messiah, who would
bring them an eternal home in God's
own Kingdom. All He asked in return
was their cooperation.
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Musician: Zenobia Collins But they had other plans; they wanted
their kingdom on earth. Yet God was
patient with them; again and again He
pardoned their infidelities. He sent them
prophet after prophet to recall them to
their senses, but they maltreated these
messengers of God and refused to heed

their warnings.
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one of their race, lived among them and
preached His gospel of love and peace to
them. He tried to soften their hard
hearts, and made them the final offer of
the Father's mercy and pardon. But
instead of accepting God's offer of mercy
the chief priests and elders only made it
an occasion of an even greater sin. To
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their crimes of infidelity and injustice
they added the murder of God's Messiah
and Son.

In God's plan of love and mercy the
tragedy of Calvary turned out to be the
great "triumph of failure." That death
brought life to the world and opened the
gates of God's eternal kingdom for all
nations and races. The Gentiles rallied
around the standard of Christ. A new
vineyard was set up in which all men
could work for their Father in heaven
and for their own eternal interests.

We Christians today are the successors
of the first Gentile followers of Christ.
We too have been called to work in God's
vineyard. Are we working honestly and
devotedly? Are we producing the grapes
and the wine that our divine Master
expects of us? If our answer is "yes, I am
living a true Christian life, I am working
for God's honor and glory and for my
own eternal salvation,” then we can say
a heartfelt "thank you" to our merciful
Father, and ask him to keep us ever on
this right path. But if our answer is "no,"
then let us pay heed to today's
lesson. What happened to the chief
priests and elders can and will
happen to unfaithful Christians if they
persevere in their infidelity and
disobedience. But we can still put
ourselves right with God. Let us do it
today — tomorrow may be too late.

Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by
Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.
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Holy Day -- see bulletin

Reconciliation
(Confession):

Friday & Saturday Confessions
9:00 a.m. — noon

Office Hours:

Mon, Wed, & Fri
10 a.m. — 3 p.m.
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FATHER BART’S CORNER

My sisters and brothers:

Respect Life Sunday

Respect Life Sunday is October 4,
2020. The annual Respect Life
Program is a year-round, nation-
wide effort to help Catholics
understand, value, and become
engaged with building a culture
that cherishes every human
life. The theme for 2020-2021
Respect Life is “Live the Gospel of
Life.”

The Gospel of life is at the heart of
Jesus’ saving message to the
world. Through the Incarnation
and birth of Christ, God reveals to
us the dignity of all human life.
Human life, as a gift of God, is
sacred and inviolable. The Son of
God has united himself with
every human being and desires
for us to share eternal life with
him. For this reason, direct at-
tacks on human life, such as
abortion and euthanasia, are
always unacceptable. Yet, sadly we
see new and expanding threats to
human life emerging on an
alarming scale. These new threats
to life are often justified, protected,
and even promoted by our laws
and culture.

Not only must human life not be
taken, but it must be protected
with loving concern. Each of us is
made in the image and likeness of
God, and we reflect his glory in the
world. God made the human
person with the capacity to love
and reason and share in a
relationship with himself, the
Creator. The human person bears
an indelible imprint of God and is
the pinnacle of all creation. The
source of our dignity is not only
linked to our creation by God, but
to our final end and destiny to
spend eternity with the Father.

With prayers and love,

Fr. Bart, S..V.D

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Monday, October 5
Live Stream on
our Church Website

Mass: 7 a.m.
FOTOX

Tuesday, October 6
Live Stream on
our Church Website
Mass: 7 a.m.

OTOX

Wednesday, October 7
Live Stream on
our Church Website

Mass: 7 a.m.

Friday, October 9
Live Stream on
our Church Website

Mass: 7 a.m.

Adoration: 8:00 a.m.—noon
MOTOH

Saturday, October 10
Live Stream on
our Church Website

Mass: 8 a.m.

Mass: 5 p.m.

MKOTOX

FOTOR
Sunday, October 11
Thursday, October 8 Live Stream on
- our Church Website
Live Stream on
our Church Website Mass: 10 a.m.

Mass: 7 a.m. HOTOH

I I Weekly Readings

Vocation View y g

?Have no anxiety at all, but
make your requests known to
God. Then the peace of God
that surpasses all
understanding will guard your
hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7
Divine Word Vocation Office

1-800-553-3321
www.svdvocations.org

10/05— GAL 1:6-12; LK 10:25-27
10/06—GAL 1:13-24; LK 10:38-42
10/07—GAL 2:1-2, 7-14; LK 11:1-4
10/08—GAL 3:1-5; LK 11:5-13
10/09—GAL 3:7-14; LK 11:15-26
10/10 —GAL 3:22-29; LK 11:27-28

10/11—IS 25:6-10A; PHIL 4:12-14,
19-20; MT 22:1-14 or 22:1-10

l Our Mother of Mercy

PR

PARISH CORNER

Our Lady of the Rosary

This feast was instituted by Pope
St. Pius V in thanksgiving for the
great naval victory over the Turks
at the battle of Lepanto on this
day in the year 1570, a favor due
to the recitation of the Rosary.
This victory saved Europe from
being overrun by the forces of
Islam.

Lepanto, perhaps the most
complete victory ever gained over
the Ottoman Empire, on October
7, 1571, is commemorated by the
invocation "Help of Christians,"
inserted in the Litany of Loretto.
At Belgrade the Turks were
defeated on the Feast of Our Lady
ad Nives in 1716. A second
victory gained that year on the
Octave of the Assumption
determined Pope Clement XI to
command the Feast of the Rosary
to be celebrated by the universal
Church. Leo XII added the
invocation "Queen of the most Ho-
ly Rosary, pray for us," to the
Litany of Loretto. The Feast is in
reality a great festival of
thanksgiving for the signal and
countless benefits bestowed on
Christendom through the Rosary
of our blessed Queen.

In modern times successive
popes have urged the faithful to
pray the Rosary. It is a form of
contemplative prayer, mental and
vocal prayer, which brings down
God’s blessing on the Church. It
is a biblically inspired prayer
which is centered on meditation
on the salvific mysteries of Christ
in union with Mary, who was so
closely associated with her Son in
his redeeming activity.

Pray the Rosary, or 5 decades of
the Rosary tonight with your
family. Continue this practice
through October, the month that
is especially dedicated to the

Rosary.

EOTOH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Social Outreach - Our Mother of
Mercy Church became a member
of the Historic Southside
Neighborhood Association (HSNA)
in August. The HSNA is the
primary group to address
residential and business needs in
the community around the postal
zipcode 76104. The HSNA
meetings are held every 2nd
Monday at 6 pm via Zoom.
Information regarding the
neighborhood will be shared.

Our representatives to this group
will be Mr. Howard Rattliff and Mr
Elliot Guidry. As part of the
shared news Baker Chapel AME
Church is conducting a food drive
-thru each Saturday at 10 am in
their church parking lot at 1050
E. Humbolt Ave. The event is held
in _accordance with COVID-19
guidelines and volunteers from
Our Mother of Mercy Church have
been assisting. Sign up is not
required to receive the fresh food
items and no questions are asked.
Please share this information to
help those in our community.
Volunteers are also welcomed.
Contact Our Mother of Mercy
church office for more details.

Making an Impact on
Homelessness. Members of the
Junior Knights and Junior
Daughters of the Knights of Peter
Claver Cn 89 at Our Mother of
Mercy Church assembled and
distributed over 250 personal
hygiene kits (soap, tooth brush
with tooth paste, masks, and
other personal sundries) to the
homeless on September 12. The
effort was part of their St Peter
Claver Day community charity
service project. Junior Daughter
Counselor — Dr Carolyn Yusuf, Ph.
D and other adults organized the
project in coordination with
Union Gospel Mission of Tarrant
County on East Lancaster.
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CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

PRAYER IN THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE

David and the prayer of the
king

2580 The Temple of Jerusalem,
the house of prayer that David
wanted to build, will be the work
of his son, Solomon. The prayer at
the dedication of the Temple relies
on God's promise and covenant,
on the active presence of his name
among his People, recalling his
mighty deeds at the Exodus.2° The
king lifts his hands toward heaven
and begs the Lord, on his own
behalf, on behalf of the entire
people, and of the generations yet
to come, for the forgiveness of
their sins and for their daily
needs, so that the nations may
know that He is the only God and
that the heart of his people may
belong wholly and entirely to him.

Elijah, the prophets and
conversion of heart

2581 For the People of God, the
Temple was to be the place of
their education in prayer:
pilgrimages, feasts and sacrifices,
the evening offering, the incense,
and the bread of the Presence
("shewbread") - all these signs of
the holiness and glory of God
Most High and Most Near were
appeals to and ways of prayer.
But ritualism often encouraged an
excessively external worship. The
people needed education in faith
and conversion of heart; this was
the mission of the prophets, both
before and after the Exile.

29 1 Kings 8:10-61.

XX
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