
OUR  MOTHER OF MERCY 
SECOND SUNDAY OF           

ADVENT—December 5th  

In Palestine Christians gather today in 
Jerusalem for the celebration of holy 
Mass. In Rome they proceed to the     
stational church "Holy Cross at          
Jerusalem" which serves to give the   
atmosphere of the Holy City. 

Why "Jerusalem"? Excavations of       
ancient sites often reveal a number of 
strata. When enemies destroyed a city, a 
new one would rise on the same         
location, so that today there are several 
layers of remains, one city, as it were, 
above the other. Our Jerusalem likewise 
has four strata. The bottommost layer is 
the Jerusalem of the Jews, that         
venerable land where the Lord Jesus 
began His mission of redemption, where 
He suffered and died. This is the         
historical Jerusalem so dear to us   
Christians. Anyone making a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land enters that ancient city 
with holy awe. That Jerusalem, however, 
lies buried deep. 

For us another has been built upon it, 
the Jerusalem of Christians, God's  
kingdom on earth, the holy Church. This 
city still stands; it is the one which the 
divine King will enter at Christmas.    
Now we understand why we will hear   
so much about Jerusalem during       
the coming week. We should now clean 
and adorn our city, improving its streets 
and avenues through which the Savior 
will make His entrance. As a motto we 
should take the words of the precursor, 
St. John the Baptist: "Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight His paths; let 
every valley be filled, every hill be       
leveled." Holy Mother Church's message 
today is that the Savior is coming to the 
Jerusalem of the Christians, to the 
Church. 

Above the second stratum there  arises a 
third, the heavenly Jerusalem at the end 
of time. Already now the Church sings of 
this Jerusalem. For during Advent we 
await the Savior who will appear on the 
Last Day to take all into "the new       
Jerusalem coming down from heaven." 

Finally, there may be recognized a fourth 
Jerusalem, our souls in sanctifying 
grace. This city too must be adorned and 
prepared, for the King will want to enter. 
That is our present task. 

On Epiphany, the climax to the current 
season, the Church will cry out: "Arise, 
shine, O Jerusalem, for the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon thee." That is the 
goal. Today we must prepare for the 
great King's  visit to our city. The whole 
coming week must be devoted to it. The 
Church prays: "Awaken our hearts to 
prepare the way for Your only-begotten 
Son that we may serve Him with purified 
hearts." 

In the time of the Roman Empire, rulers 
rode from city to city for the purpose of 
official visitations. Their appearance, 
called epiphany or parousia, was a great 
event, one preceded by months of    
preparation. Something analogous takes 
place in the Jerusalem of our souls. 
From a high watchtower we see the Lord 
coming afar off. Suddenly John the  
Baptist appears; he hurries into the city 
to announce the King's approach. God 
condescends to manifest Himself to us 
in grace; but He demands the proper 
reception. 

 

Excerpted from The Church's Year of 
Grace by Pius Parsch 
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  Mass Schedule: 

   Monday—Friday — 7 a.m.  

  Saturday — 8 a.m. 

 Saturday — 5 p.m. 

Sunday — 10 a.m. 
 

   Holy Day  --  see bulletin 

     Reconciliation    
   (Confession): 

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.—6:50 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m.— noon 

Saturday 4:00 p.m.—4:50 p.m. 

    Office Hours: 

     Mon, Wed, & Fri                   

 

 

 

 

Bulletin printed in-house at:                                       
Our Mother of Mercy                                          

Catholic Church 

1001 E Terrell Avenue                                              

Fort Worth, TX 76104 

817-335-1695                                     

ommftworth1@gmail.com 

 

 Pastor: Fr. Bartlomiej  “Bart” Jasilek, 

SVD 

 

Parish Secretary: Lydia Salas 

 

Bookkeeper: Jennifer Rattliff 

 

Musician: Zenobia Collins 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul                                                                 
Help Line: 817-768-1950/

svdpomm@gmail.com 

 

Sick/Shut-In Outreach Ministry:                                           

Beverly Carter                                                                                  

817-551-1449/bacarter913@gmail.com 

 

Lector Coordinator:                                                                     

Lanette Martinez Vidaurri                                                           

817-228-3338/

lanettemartinez@ymail.com 

 

Eucharistic Coordinator:                                                              

Lana Wilborn                                                                          

817-980-0138/lolan42@yahoo.com 

 

Pastoral Council:                                                              

Mrs. Linda Zamora                                                             

Mr. Fred Bob                                                                     

Ms. Angelita Martinez 

 

Financial Council:                                                               

Mr. Arthur Vidaurri                                                               

Ms. Romel Clayton                                                                     

Mr. Juan Ibarra  

 

Maintenance/Custodial: Michael Ussin 

 

THE CLAVER FAMILY                                                                

Knights of Peter Claver—Our Mother of Mercy Council #89                                                                    

Ladies Auxiliary—St. Veronica Count #89                                                                              

Junior Daughters: Our Lady of Snow Court #89                                                                         

Junior Knights: Our Mother of Mercy Branch #89 

 

        November 28th Collection 

Regular: 

Parish Maintenance: 

St. Anne’s Altar Society: 

St, Anne’s Candles: 

St. Vincent de Paul: 

Bricks: 

World Mission: 

Thanksgiving: 

Online 11/24—11/30: 

 

Thank you so much                   
for your generosity and support 

of our Parish. 

 

           

$3,189.75 

$255.00 

$84.00 

$76.10 

$10.00 

$350.00 

$5.00 

$40.00 

$200.00 

 

Jack Pais            

Sales Consultant            

Mobile 817-988-6344 
 

Interactive Security and Video Surveillance                                                                                  
Free Doorbell Camera  

Military Cash 
ACR-1751000 & FAL-8070; TX Burg#B17968; ACR-1874519 
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PRAYER CORNER  

Almighty God, as we ask your help  

for our brothers and sisters who are ill,  

we ask you to help us to be healing people in our time and place. 

 May your love touch others through us,  

and may I help all people to live in peace.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

St. Frances of Assisi 

 

JESUS SPEAKS TO US  

during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John, the son of Zechariah in the desert.    

He went throughout [the] whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,   

as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah:  

  “A voice of one crying out in the desert:  ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight his paths. 

 

Luke 3:2-4 

In Loving Memory of                           
Larry & Olga Martinez,  

One Day at a Time. 

Steven Nuñez 
 Landscape Designer 

   MLA, ASLA, LI-22370 

 817.791.6343 

www.IdeaEnvironmental.com 
steven@IdeaEnvironmental.com 

Space Available 

Please contact Lydia  at the Church 

Office (817) 335-1695 

 



FATHER BART’S CORNER 
My sisters and brothers: 

Saint Juan Diego 

On December 9th the Church in 
the United States celebrates the 
optional memorial of St. Juan   
Diego, an Indian convert, to whom 
the Virgin Mary appeared as he 
was going to Mass in Tlatlelolco, 
Mexico.  

Our Lady asked him to tell the 
Bishop that she desired a shrine 
to be built on the spot to manifest 
her love for all mankind. She left a 
marvelous portrait of herself on 
the mantle of Juan Diego as a 
sign for the Bishop.  

The Bishop, who did not believe 
Juan Diego, asked for a sign to 
prove that the apparition was 
true. On December 12, Juan    
Diego returned to Tepeyac. Here, 
the Blessed Mother told him to 
climb the hill and to pick the  
flowers that he would find in 
bloom.  

He obeyed, and although it was 
winter time, he found roses 
blooming. He gathered the flowers 
and took them to Our Lady who 
carefully placed them in his   
mantle and told him to take them 
to the Bishop as "proof". When he 
opened his mantle, the flowers fell 
on the ground and there remained 
impressed, in place of the flowers, 
an image of the Blessed Mother, 
the apparition at Tepeyac.  

This miraculous image has proved 
to be ageless, and is kept in the 
shrine built in her honor,          
the   Basilica of Our Lady of   
Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
Americas.  

Much deeper than the exterior 
grace of having been chosen as 
Our Lady's messenger, Juan     
Diego received the grace of         
interior enlightenment and from 
that moment, he began a life   
dedicated to prayer and the   
practice of virtue and boundless 
love of God and neighbor.  

With prayers and love,  

   Fr. Bart, S..V.D 
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Weekly Readings 

12/6—IS 35:1-10; LK 5:17-26          

12/7—IS 40:1-11; MT 18:12-14 

12/8—GN 3:9-15, 20; EPH 1:3-6,  

11-12; LK 1:26-38 

12/9—IS 41:13-20; MT 11:11-15 

12/10—IS 48:17-19; MT 11:16-19 

12/11—SIR 48:1-4, 9-11;              

MT 17:9a, 10-13 

12/12—ZEP 3:14-18a; PHIL 4:4-7; 

LK 3:10-18                

 

PARISH CORNER 

Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception 

On December 8th the Church    
celebrates the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception, the     
solemn dogma defined by Blessed 
Pope Pius IX in 1854. As Our    
Lady Immaculately Conceived is 
the patroness of the United States 
of America, this is a holy day of 
obligation in the United States. 

Through the centuries the 
Church has become ever more 
aware that Mary, "full of grace" 
through God, was redeemed from 
the moment of her conception. 
That is what the dogma of        
the Immaculate Conception   
confesses, as Blessed Pope Pius 
IX proclaimed on December 8, 
1854: "The most Blessed Virgin 
Mary was, from the first moment 
of her conception, by a singular 
grace and privilege of almighty 
God and by virtue of the merits of 
Jesus Christ, Saviour of the    
human race, preserved immune 
from all stain of original sin."     
—Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Mary was Immaculate because 
she had to be the Mother of God. 
She, herself has received the 
original grace of purity and the 
final state of the blessed life that 
we also, by collaborating with  
Divine Grace, hope one day to 
receive.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Adoration and Confessions 

Starting December 1st, during the 
4 Wednesday’s of Advent,         
Adoration and Confessions  will 
be extended from 5:00 p.m. until 
7:00 p.m.  

 

Everyone involved in any ministry at 
any Catholic Church or school is    
required to attend a Safe and Sacred/
Environment class every 2 years. 
Please create a profile under           
Virtus.org. and then it will prompt 
you to sign up for a class. You can 
pick a location, time and date       
convenient to your schedule.  

 

Prayer Garden 

There are only 50 bricks left to be  
engraved.  The cost is a minimum 
donation of $50.00 for each brick..  
For a high-quality print, we           
recommend that you keep your    
message within 40 characters.  

This is a terrific way to leave a      
permanent mark that you or your 
family were part of this historic    
community.  

Stop by the Parish Office (office 
hours: Monday, Wednesday or       
Friday—10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) to 
order your brick and choose from the 
still available spots in the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

CATECHISM OF THE      
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

CHRISTIAN PRAYER 

 "THE SUMMARY OF THE WHOLE 
GOSPEL"  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

2765  The traditional expression 
"the Lord's Prayer" - oratio      
Dominica - means that the prayer 
to our Father is taught and given 
to us by the Lord Jesus. the   
prayer that comes to us from    
Jesus is truly unique: it is "of the 
Lord." On the one hand, in the 
words of this prayer the only Son 
gives us the words the Father 
gave him:13 he is the master of  
our prayer. On the other, as Word  
incarnate, he knows in his human 
heart the needs of his human 
brothers and sisters and reveals 
them to us: he is the model of our 
prayer.  

2766   But Jesus does not give   
us a formula to  repeat              
mechanically.14 As in every vocal 
prayer, it is through the Word of 
God that the Holy Spirit teaches 
the children of God to pray to 
their Father. Jesus not only gives 
us the words of our filial prayer; 
at the same time he gives us the 
Spirit by whom these words      
become in us "spirit and 
life."15 Even more, the proof and 
possibility of our filial prayer is 
that the Father "sent the Spirit of 
his Son into our hearts, crying, 
'Abba! Father!'"16 Since our prayer 
sets forth our desires before God, 
it is again the Father, "he who 
searches the hearts of men," who 
"knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints according to the will of 
God."17 The prayer to Our Father is 
inserted into the mysterious mission 
of the Son and of the Spirit. 

13 Cf. Jn 17:7. 
14 Cf. Mt 6:7; 1 Kings 18:26-29. 
15 Jn 6:63. 
16 Gal 4:6. 
17 Rom 8:27.  

 

 

 

Monday, December 6 

Live Stream Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

    
 

Tuesday, December 7 

Live Stream Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

 

 

Wednesday, December 8 

Live Stream Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

Adoration: 5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

Confessions: 5:00 p.m.—6:50 p.m. 

 

Thursday, December 9 

Live Stream Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 Friday, December 10 

Live Stream Mass: 7:00 a.m. 

Adoration: 8:00 a.m.—noon 

Confessions: 9:00 a.m.—noon 

 

Saturday,  December 11 

Live Stream Mass: 8:00 a.m. 

Adoration: 4:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Confessions: 4:00 p.m.—4:50 p.m. 

Mass: 5:00 p.m. 

 

 

Sunday, December 12 

Live Stream Mass: 10:00 a.m. 
    

 

Weekday Confessions thirty minutes        

before morning Mass. 

 

    WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Vocation View 
John the Baptist cried out and 

made ready for the Lord.           

Promote the gospel in                 

our community. 

 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

 Divine Word Vocation Office      

1-800-553-3321         

www.svdvocations.org 
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